y

BHTERNE—PER
F2FF ZFLLY
{f7F8A258(A)

Y00 00 00 000

m
y

Challengers

-

bRt L E ABRERBEB T UE Ly, FIZALT Oy 3 =SB R O BIKAZ SN TN SO T
T FRETEINTOET R, —ERATHELLD

My summer vacation

Let me tell you a story. It was a hot, summer evening in Fukui. I was standing in the street with
more than 1,000 people by Seibu. In the center, there were some women in yukata. We were waiting to
perform. Then, we heard taiko drums and flutes. When the music started, everyone danced the same
dance. Can you guess what we did? If you thought "You did Bon Odori.”, that's right!

On August 2", T did Bon Odori at the Phoenix Festival. It was my first time performing at a
festival. Performing makes me nervous, but I wanted to challenge myself. So, I joined the Fukui
International Activity Plaza's dance team. Our team had 120 members from 21 countries, such as Fiji,
Madagascar, France, Ghana, China, Vietnam, and Japan. Everyone practiced hard to do three Bon Odori
dances: Icchorai-bushi, Shin Donrin-bayashi, and Happiness Ondo. Do you know them? These dances are
only done in Fukui because they are local traditional dances.

For two hours, we danced at the festival. It was very hot and tiring, but we had fun smiling and
dancing together. After the festival, all dance feams had yakiniku. I ate with my new friends from Peru,
South Korea, Russia, and Mexico. We talked in many languages about life in Japan and in our home
countries. We shared our stories and cultures with each other. Fukui's local culture connected me to
people in Japan and around the world. Celebrating culture with so many people was an incredible
experience. I'm sure that Fukui's local culture will connect me to even more people in the future. I think
it will connect you to them, too.
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